Speech, Language, Literacy and Communication Difficulties Checklist -

Expressive difficulties

Secondary School-Age Children

Listening and Understanding
Difficulties

Social Interaction Difficulties

Difficulty understanding and using
body language, facial expressions
and tone of voice

Literacy Difficulties

Tendency to read
inaccurately

Poor confidence and self-esteem
and behaviour difficulties

Slow, hesitant reading /
avoiding reading out loud

Frequent conflicts with peers

Poor decoding skills when
faced with new words

Difficulty making relevant
contributions to discussions

Leaves out of letters/words
in writing, inconsistent
spelling of the same word

Unable to adapt their behaviour
and style of language depending
on who they are talking to or the
context

Mixes the letter order in
writing/reading (e.g. tired for
tried)

Too quiet or contributes too much

Slow writing speed

Responses to others seem rude
and inappropriate

Difficulty planning and
writing essays

Difficulty forming and maintaining
friendships

Struggles to answer reading
comprehension questions

Often gets into trouble

Weak study skills including
homework, revision, exam
techniques

seems to be able to read
fluently, but does not
comprehend well
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